
 

 

 

 

1000 Long Lake Road         
New Brighton, MN 55112 

Church e-mail address: uccnb@usfamily.net 
Web site: http://www.uccnb.org 

Phone: 651-633-1327        Fax: 651-633-7696 

 

We are an Open and Affirming/Just Peace/Global Mission congregation of the United Church of Christ, with 
commitments to being an Anti-Racist, Safe, and Green Congregation. 

Direction 
the monthly newsletter of the United Church of Christ in New Brighton 

 

March 2017 

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 
 

Ash Wednesday begins the season of Lent   
 
Lent has a “tidy” beginning this year, with Ash Wednesday falling on the first 
day of March. We hope you will join us for a brief service of contemplation, 
music, and the administration of ashes: the traditional mark of repentance 
and supplication accepted by Christians around the world. The service will be 
at 7:00 in the sanctuary, on March 1. All are welcome. Please join us. 
 

■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 
 

Meet our new Parental Leave Supply Minister for Education and 
Faith Formation 
 

Katie Johnson was born in India and raised in White Bear Lake. Katie 
has served as a youth and family intern, youth pastor, and a chaplain 
intern. Katie received her Bachelor of Arts degree from Bethel 
University in 2007 and her Master of Divinity degree from Luther 
Seminary in 2011. Katie enjoys teaching and leading Bible studies, 
Sunday school, youth events, and retreats. She looks forward getting 
to know you during the next few months. Katie will be here for three 
months, during Amy’s Parental Leave.   
■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 

Lenten Practices Book Study 
 

As part of her sabbatical odyssey, Beth worked with writer and author 
Christina Baldwin. One  of Christina’s books, entitled, “The Seven 
Whispers,” contains seven practices around which Christina focuses her 
life. These practices are lovely possibilities for Lenten Practices. So Beth 
will be offering a seven week book study on Saturday mornings from 
10:00 a.m. to noon, for anyone interested. Ten copies of the book have 
been ordered. If we need more, we can order more. Please see Beth’s 
article for more details about these sessions, and more information.  

mailto:uccnb@usfamily.net
http://www.uccnb.org/
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SUNDAY MORNINGS AT UCCNB 
 

MEDITATION TIME 

Our weekly meditation time is at 8:50 a.m. before each Sunday service. We meet in classroom 
#6, downstairs. ALL are welcome for a brief (about 20 minutes) opportunity to be together in 
silent meditation. Any questions, contact Jan Truchan (651-307-1734). 
 

MARCH WORSHIP INFORMATION  

A word about the church year: On March 1, we will observe Ash Wednesday, and thus will 
enter the forty day (excluding Sundays) season of Lent that precedes Easter. Ash Wednesday 
is an opportunity to reflect on the ways that we are broken and act out of our brokenness, 
sometimes resulting in hurting ourselves, others, or doing damage to our created world. 
Throughout the season of Lent we are invited to be introspective and reflective, clearing space 
in our hearts and spirits for the new life promised in the Easter story. We are invited to reflect 
on the ways we may feel alienated from God, and to strive to create new strength in our sense 
of being in communion with God.   
 

Sunday, March 5: First Sunday in Lent 
Preacher: Beth Donaldson  
Lay Reader: Kathryn Morin 
Musical Offering: UCCNB Choir 
Tech Support: Jerry Meschke 

Lectionary Readings:  
Genesis 2: 15-17, 3: 1-7; Psalm 32;  
Romans 5: 12-19; Matthew 4: 1-11 
 

Communion Prep: Hans and Maisie Simons 
 
Sunday, March 12: Second Sunday in Lent 
Preacher: Beth Donaldson Lectionary Readings:  

Genesis 12:1-4a; Psalm 121; Romans 4:1-5, 13-17; 
John 3:1-17 or Matthew 17:1-9 

Lay Reader: Linda Hopkins 
Musical Offering: UCCNB Choir 
Tech Support: Jan Truchan 
 
Sunday, March 19: Third Sunday in Lent 
Preacher: Beth Donaldson Lectionary Readings: 
Lay Reader: Fran Oberreit Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 95; Romans 5:1-11; 

John 4:5-42 Musical Offering: UCCNB Choir 
Tech Support: Erik Broberg 
 
Sunday, March 26: Fourth Sunday in Lent 
Preacher: Beth Donaldson Lectionary Readings: 

1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 23;  
Ephesians 5:8-14;    John 9:1-41 
 

Lay Reader: Mary Jerkins 
Musical Offering: UCCNB Choir 
Tech Support: Mike Steiner 

■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 

YOUR UCCNB STAFF 
 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Beth Donaldson, Lead Minister  
    uccnbminister@usfamily.net 
Rev. Amy Wick Moore, Associate Minister    
   for Education and Faith Formation 

    uccnbame@usfamily.net 

 

 

Aaron Swestka, Accompanist  
Deb Johnson, Choir Director  

Debbie Hanson, Church Secretary 

Members of AccessAbility, Custodial Services 

http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=17
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=17
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=17
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=17
mailto:uccnbminister@usfamily.net
mailto:uccnbame@usfamily.net
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MARCH SUNDAY MORNING ADULT EDUCATION 
 

11:00 a.m. to Noon – usually in the Fellowship Hall.  

March 5: “Listening to God, Others and Yourself” with David Tillman 
Experience an easy to learn meditation process to listen in silence. You will 
experience how you and others listen to each other. You will learn about non-
verbal communication; how a person communicates through their eye 
movements and body language. There will be time to learn from each other 
when we break into small groups to test out what we are learning. 

  
March 12: “From Trauma to Trust to Triumph” with Dr. Michael Obsatz 

We have all had challenging experiences. Some of these result in TRAUMA. 
We will be discussing the variety of challenges people can experience — 
serious illnesses, deaths of loved ones, endings of relationships, bullying, 
physical and emotional abuse, shame, abandonment, and betrayal.  
 

We will discuss the effects of trauma — which can include creating defenses 
such as anger, rage, grandiosity, being overly critical, food and drug addictions, 
eating disorders, denial, hyper-vigilance, excessive need to control, people-
pleasing, and others. 
 

The way to heal trauma is through TRUST — trust in God, trust in self, trust in 
others and trust in life. From trust comes TRIUMPH — real spiritual connection, 
love, faith and compassion.  
 

Dr. Michael Obsatz is Professor Emeritus from Macalester College. He is the 
author of the award-winning book, Raising Nonviolent Children in a Violent 
World, and others. 

 
 

March 19: “Biblical Foundations of Sanctuary” with Carolyn Pressler 
Carolyn will discuss the Old Testament basis for sanctuary including a 
discussion of the commands concerning the "resident alien" and the institution 
of sanctuary itself.  This is an especially relevant topic as the current 
administration seeks to limit immigration and refugee settlement and as our 
church considers becoming a Sanctuary Church.   

  
March 26: “Travel and Service: Building Homes/Building Relationships” 

with Velda Johnson and Back Bay Mission participants.  
Members of our congregation have found meaningful ways to travel and serve 
others at the same time. Velda Johnson is one of these members, and she will 
be sharing with us some of the pictures, experiences, and learnings, she gained 
from a Habitat for Humanity trip to Viet Nam. We also hope to hear from some 
of the members of UCCNB who took time this winter to travel to Mississippi, to 
the Back Bay Mission, to work on homes and serve in a variety of other ways.  

 

■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 
 

 

MOVING? 
Please let us know your new address. Bulk mail is not forwardable, so every envelope that 

comes back costs us money. Thanks! 
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FROM YOUR LEAD MINISTER  
by Beth Donaldson 

 

Each day, at least once, we sat in a big 
circle, in the circular room entitled “Marsh 
Hall,” that was situated next to an elder 
marsh, and looked out at a beautiful open 
field. We had all come to learn more about 
the practice of writing, especially writing 
that came from our own life stories. We 
came with different levels of experience and 
interest – some working on projects they 
hoped to publish; some working on projects 
toward healing personal or family wounds. I 
went because I love writing, and because 
my previous experience of Christina 
Baldwin, the leader, teacher, and facilitator 
of this week-long workshop, had been so 
compelling. Christina had been among the 
“guides” of the Cascadia Quest I attended 
in June in Washington. She had been 
thoughtful, insightful, kind, and gracious 
then. So I wanted to learn more from her, 
and to participate with her in “circle” as 
much as I could. Along with her partner, 
Ann Linnea, they teach a practice called 
“The Circle Way, bringing modern structure 
and application to the human heritage of 
circle.” So each day we would be in this circle 
for a number of hours.  
 
I loved being in that circle. In ways I cannot 
find in my own life these days, it was deeply 
refreshing. And it was so because there was 
a deep and abiding mutuality and mutual 
respect for every person in the circle, and 
there was genuine interest in each person. 
There was always enough time for what we 
were doing, but we managed, somehow, to 
keep our commitments to a schedule. There 
was room for emotions as well as ideas. 
There was deep listening, and honest 
sharing. There was humor and anger, pain 
and joy shared. It was a rich and nourishing 
time. Each time we gathered, I left feeling a 
little more whole, a little more alive, and a 
little more awake to the world.  
 
When the week of writing was over, and it 
was time to return to my life, I purchased a 
couple of Christina’s books to keep my 

connection alive. One was a small, sweetly 
entitled book, “The Seven Whispers”. It 
looked like it would be a “nice” read… easy 
and quick. So I was unprepared for how 
powerfully this book would affect me. In it she 
describes seven practices and commitments 
that she strives to live by, and each is 
profound, new, and somewhat familiar at 
once. All together, these practices have 
provided me with some strength for the 
journey in these very, very trying times.  
 
Our world is changing every minute, it seems. 
New proposed laws, policies, and actions 
seem to be rising up and challenging the 
wellness of people, the planet, and our 
political world by the hour. Keeping up with 
everything takes all our attention, and 
knowing how to respond is mind-boggling. If 
you are like me, it is hard to find your center 
in these days. So, I wanted to offer this 
opportunity to come together in a small group, 
and to take the time to invest in our sanity 
and our sense of sacred participation in this 
life we have been given, by being part of a 
Lenten Practices Book Study of “The 
Seven Whispers.”  
 
We will meet on Saturdays, from 10:00 a.m. 
to noon. We will sit in a circle, and reflect on 
one chapter per week. I have purchased ten 
copies of the book, but if we need to buy 
more, we can. There will be light refresh-
ments, and a time for journaling will be part of 
each session. No-one will be required to 
share, but there will be opportunities to do so. 
A sign-up sheet will be in the narthex, so that 
I know how many people to plan for. If you 
cannot make every session, that will be 
alright.  
 
I look forward to this exploration. And I hope 
to write about these practices in future 
newsletter articles, for those of you that 
cannot be part of the study group at this time.  
 
Thank you, again, for affording me the 
opportunity to learn and be so enriched 
during my Sabbath time away. 

 



■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 

 

FROM YOUR ASSOCIATE MINISTER 
by Amy Wick Moore 

 

A note of thanks for a Shower of Blessing! 
 

Chris and I would like to express our extreme gratitude for such an outpouring of generosity at 
our Baby Shower on Feb. 12. What a fun and celebratory event! We feel very embraced by 
your love, baby included. We extend a special thank you to Jewell Martin, Arlene Fancher, 
David and Dona-Jean Biro for coordinating and to Debbie Hanson for creating such a fun 
“Baby Bingo” game. The outpouring of gifts was almost overwhelming. We are still busy sorting 
through and enjoying the messages of each card. The welcome wagon/cradle has been rolled 
out in full-style and I would like to note that my parents were extremely impressed. “That’s 
quite the church community you have there,” said my Mother. We are a generous group, and 
Chris and I are looking forward to having the baby meet you and be raised in faith by 
you. There is much to be learned from such hospitality, love, and warmth—creating a 
wonderful environment for a baby to be born into! As the Associate Minister of Faith Formation, 
I can only take this as affirmation. Chris and I feel fully showered with communal blessing. This 
gives strength with all the unknowns of all that is ahead. 
 
Everyone who came in body and spirit—thank you!  We are truly blessed.      
 
 

 
 
Shower photos were taken by Doris Mundl. 
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Faith Formation Opportunities Coming up in Lent 
 

Let There Be Lent! 2017 
 

Sun. Feb. 19 Family Class: Devotionals for Lent & Beyond 
 

Wed. Feb. 22 Mardi Gras Festivity & Parade 
 

Sun. March 5 Intro to Lent Children’s Offering: Heifer Fill the Ark Challenge 
   (First Sunday of Lent) 
 

Sun. March 12 Journey to Jerusalem—Holy Week Exploration 
 An exploration of food, dress, ritual, table etiquette, and geography 
 

Wed. March 15 Karpenter’s Kids (just 4th-6th graders) stock shelves at Ralph Reeder 
 

Sun. March 19 The Lent Event!—egg dying, labyrinth, meditational craft activities, gifts for  
 the season, communal mosaic project, food, fun, and good company! 
 

Sun. March 26 & Worship Arts: Preparing for Holy Week  
Sun. April 2 Art projects that involve the children & youth in Holy Week Worship 
 

Wed. April 5 Finish preparing for Holy Week 
 

Sun. April 9 Children participate in Worship/ Youth Palm Sunday Brunch Fundraiser 
 

Sun. April 16 EASTER! 
 

■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 
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■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 
 

Wednesday Night Program: This Month’s Schedule  
 

Date Topic/Theme/Activity Menu 
   

March 1 Ash Wednesday Service.    No Wednesday Night Program 
   

March 8 Sharing our Stories 
 

Breakfast for Dinner, including Egg Bake, Cheesy 
Potatoes, Fruit Salad and Muffins 

   

March 15 Creating Story Collages Food of Ireland to celebrate St. Patrick's Day 
   

March 22 TBD Chicken Alfredo, Caesar Salad and Breadsticks 
   
March 29 Holy Week Jeopardy Food of Russia including Beef Stroganoff 

 
 

If you would like to participate in the Wednesday Night Program,  
please contact the office for a registration form. 

 

■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 
 

OUR COMMITTEES AT WORK 
 

 

CONTINUING STEWARDSHIP 
 

Those of you who attended the Congregational Meeting on Sunday, Jan. 29, will remember 
that we voted to move forward with a deficit budget for 2017. That deficit amount is a little more 
than $32,000. Even though we are not a corporation with definite sources of income and as a 
church, are called to live faithfully with the knowledge that we will have enough resources and 
“all will be well.” Many of us are not very comfortable with this much of a deficit in our plans for 
next year.  
 
At that meeting, Tim Schulze very helpfully pointed out that this pattern has been true for a 
number of years, and that in many ways, we simply haven’t all adjusted our thinking about the 
costs of being church since we lost the income generated by having a school renting most of 
our building most of the week. He also pointed out that there are only a limited number of 
options for how to move forward, which include cutting costs, or raising our giving.  
 
With Lent upon us, the Continuing Stewardship Committee will be inviting us to participate in 
an effort of increased giving. Whether this works out for you individually as increasing your 
current pledge, making a pledge if you haven’t already done so, or giving a one-time gift, 
please know that all of our efforts will be needed and appreciated as we strive to live into a 
more “balanced” financial expression of what we do as a church together.  
 
We thank you for all the ways you express your generosity already, and look forward to this 
“mini campaign” as an opportunity to express that even more fully.  
 
May 2017 be a year of countless blessings, and countless graces for us all.  

 
■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 
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DEACONS 
 
Once again, the Deacons will sell flowers for our Easter Sunday altar. You will be able to 
purchase Easter lilies, tulips, and azaleas in honor or memory of friends and loved ones. The 
order form will be available as a Sunday bulletin insert at the end of March and in the April 
Direction newsletter. If you are interested in ordering flowers but don’t have an order form, 
please call the office. 
 

■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE & OUTREACH 

 

March Special Offering: Ralph Reeder Food Shelf 
by Kathy Briguet 
 

If we were told that a $1.00 invest-
ment would give us an $8.00 return, 
we would probably jump at the chance 
to invest. Well, here is our chance! 
What better way to invest in our 
community than to help feed those in 
need.  
 
The Ralph Reeder Food Shelf needs 
help to restock their shelves with food 
and supplies to continue the great 
work they do to support and feed 
families. During the month of March, 
Minnesota FoodShare and the 
Greater Minneapolis Council of 
Churches will match a portion of every   

dollar and pound of food donated to the Ralph Reeder Food Shelf. 
 
Through my work as an educator, I have seen how the lack of nutritious food can affect 
students’ attitudes, learning, and ability to participate in arts and athletics. Sadly, there are 
students who depend on free and reduced-price school lunch for their only consistent meal of 
the day, and often they go hungry at night and on weekends. Some high school students 
attend school full-time and work night jobs to support themselves and/or their families. 
Succeeding in school is incredibly difficult while maintaining such a schedule. 
 
Here is what we can do to help! 

 Volunteer to work at the Ralph Reeder Food Shelf 

 Donate groceries: Bags with an attached list of needed items will be provided at 
UCCNB 

 Donate money:  
o For every $1.00 you donate, Ralph Reeder can purchase approximately $8.00 

worth of food, increasing your donation’s buying power eight-fold! 
 

Please consider giving generously to help those in our community. Your time, food, and/or 
money donation will be greatly appreciated! 
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About Ralph Reeder Food Shelf 
The Ralph Reeder Food Shelf’s mission is to “provide emergency and supplemental food 
assistance to individuals and families in need and to connect them to other helpful resources in 
a manner that preserves dignity and empowers them to take steps towards self-sufficiency.” In 
2016, they distributed 454,551 pounds of food to 18,312 individuals. The average number of 
households served per month was 622. 
  

■ 

Construction Workers Needed for Holy Hammers Build 
 

Holy Hammers is building a one-story home in Blaine this year!  Construction begins on the 
home at 4396 121st Ave. NE on April 10. UCCNB is a member of Holy Hammers, an 
ecumenical coalition of 15 churches that builds one home for Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity 
each year.   
 
UCCNB has committed to providing construction workers for 23 work slots. You do not need to 
be a skilled worker to participate. Workers are needed onsite from 8:15 a.m. to 4:00 on the 
following days: 

 
Date 

# Workers 
 each day 

 
Onsite Coordinator 

   

April 24 (Monday) 4 Bob Peterson (UCCNB) 
April 25 (Tuesday) 5 Bob Peterson (UCCNB) 
May 10 (Wednesday) 4 Russ Cummings 

(Presbyterian Church of the Way) 
May 16 (Tuesday) 4 Don Wentzel 

(Christ the King Lutheran) 
May 17 (Wednesday) 5 Don Wentzel 

(Christ the King Lutheran) 
June 7 (Wednesday) 3 Barb Peterson (UCCNB) 

 
If you are available on a date not listed, specify the date(s) you are available between April 10 
and June 23.  Check with your employer to see if they have a “Community Service Day” or 
provide a matching grant to Habitat for Humanity. If they do, you might be able to get the day 
off and still be paid for it while working for Habitat for the day.  Employers known to provide 
matching grants are: 3M, Medtronic, Travelers, and Exxon Mobil. 
 
Signup sheet will be posted in the narthex in March. Or contact Pat Yahnke at 
piyahnke@gmail.com. Please sign up by April 2.    
 
You don’t have to be a construction worker to support the Holy Hammers build, you can 
provide food for the noon meal, provide transportation of food to the build site, serve as a site 
host, or contribute financially. More information in the April Direction.   
 

■ 
 

UCCNB/ISAIAH to be Justice Ministry Field Location for  
Rev. Kwame Osei Reed 
 
Auburn Seminary, in New York City, has instituted a Justice Ministry training program for 
clergy, designed similarly to the Clinical Pastoral Education programs undertaken by clergy 
training to be chaplains. This pilot year has groups training in a variety of cities around the 
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country, including Chicago, New York, Nashville Tennesee, and here in Minneapolis. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to do immersive education in Justice ministry in an action/reflection 
model and a supportive setting. 
 

Our own Rev. Kwame Osei Reed is one of the participants in the Minnesota group. And as 
such, he will be doing his “field work” both here at UCCNB and with ISAIAH. He will be working 
with our ISAIAH team members and as well as other NE Regional churches. He is especially 
interested in working with the Legal Rights Center and ISAIAH, as they begin to do even more 
civil resistance, and what legal ramifications they/we may be facing.  
 

Please join the Social Justice and Outreach Committee, and the Church Council, in 
supporting Kwame in these efforts. Our congregation is very fortunate to be connected to 
these other organizations and efforts in such a meaningful way.  
 

■ 
 

ISAIAH Involvement 
 

Our UCCNB ISAIAH team wants to make a special thank you to ALL the 30+ folks who were 
able to attend the rally at Shiloh Temple on January 28. It was a powerful time of shared 
passion around issues of social justice, and we heard many meaningful and energizing words 
from our sisters and brothers in faith. If another opportunity like this comes up, we hope even 
more of us will be able and inspired to attend. 
 

Our NE Chapter is now getting down to some “nitty-gritty” in terms of actions we can take to 
advocate for the most vulnerable among us. Appointment with both local officials (mayors, city 
managers, and police chiefs) are being made and held to learn about the status of our 
municipalities in terms of pre-emption laws and separation ordinances or policies. We are also 
interested in learning about their current commitments and involvements in clean energy. 
Other members of our chapter are meeting with our local Congressmen and women.  
 

Beyond these activities, there will be much more to do and be part of. If you are feeling 
hopeless or frustrated by some of the recent developments in legislation that seems to put 
more and more people at risk, please consider joining our UCCNB ISAIAH team. And please 
talk to Don Fancher or Kwame Reed about being involved. 
 

■ 
 

Sanctuary Church Discernment 
 

UCCNB was well represented on Saturday, February 18, at Robbinsdale UCC, as we learned 
about some of the ins and outs of possibly becoming a Sanctuary Church. We learned, along 
with a crowded room full of members of other UCC church (and a couple other 
denominations), some of the theological foundation of this movement; some of the legal issues 
involved, a little bit about the civic connections that need to be strengthened, and a little about 
the logistical and financial ramification.  
 

The newly formed Sanctuary Discernment Task Force will be meeting to process what we 
heard and organize the information, as well as continue to do research on the issue, on 
Monday nights, at 6:00 p.m.. At present the plan is to meet three Mondays a month – the 1st, 
3rd, and 4th. This plan may change. If you are interested in being part of this team, please talk 
to Art Eschenlauer, or come to one of the meetings. We hope to have as much information 
available to the congregation as possible before our May 5 Congregational meeting.  
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■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 
  

SPECIAL FUNDRAISING   Events Coming Up: Mark Your 
Calendars! 
 

Easter Basket Fundraiser 
 

We’re bringing back the basket sale, with a few changes. We will have a limit of $40 on the 
price of a basket, and we encourage you to consider going back to the original idea of Easter 
baskets, with Easter themes. Small, simple baskets are welcome, as well as homemade 
candies and baked items. The sale will be held on Sunday, April 9 (Palm Sunday). 
 

Annual Spring Plant Sale — Saturday, May 13 
 

Then in May—and just in time for Mother’s Day (May 14)—we’ll hold our annual spring plant 
sale. Order forms will be available well in advance, and pick up will be on that Saturday.  
 

Garage Sale — Saturday, June 3 
 

Spring cleaning? Please hold on to all your unneeded household and kitchen items, jewelry, 
art and decor, frames, books, toys, etc. for this sale. More information to come. 

 
■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 
 

TRUSTEES 

 

For your calendar: Spring Work Day 
 

The next church work day will be May 6, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00. We’re hoping for fair weather 
to continue sprucing up the outside areas. All are welcome. Grounds keeping tools are invited 
also. 
 

■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 
 

MISCELLENIOUS MEMBER NOTICES 
 

Welcoming signs 
by Kiely Todd Roska 
 

I have posted a sign in my yard that says “All are welcome 
here.” It seems appropriate with all the negative public rhetoric 
about who should be welcome in America, 
 
If you would like to purchase one (pictured at right), I have 25 
more. They cost $10 each, and the money goes to the ACLU.  
 
Please contact me if interested. 
 

■ 
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One Voice Concert 
by David McMahill 
 

One Voice Mixed Chorus, Minnesota’s only LGBTA chorus, presents Well-Versed on March 
18 at 7:30 at the Ordway Concert Hall (345 Washington St., St. Paul). This will be an evening 
of choral music, strings, and poetry featuring New York’s hottest singing string quartet, Well-
Strung. The New York Times says, “Well Strung brilliantly fuses pop and classical music from 
Madonna to Beethoven.” Well-Strung joins with One Voice to premiere a new commission 
sponsored by the American Composers Forum, “Healing and Hope Through Song,” by 
composer George Mauer and poetry slam champion, Sierra DeMulder. Tickets: 651-224-4222 
or Ordway.org 
  

■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 
 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
 

 

1 Colleen Cran 15 Lawrence Miller 25 Stephanie Brandt 
 Marissa Woods 16 Mackenzie Martin  Judy Schulze 
2 Holly Herbert  Rachel Cagle 26 Grant Boehm 
3 Pete Jarosak 17 Patricia Leisz  Deb Johnson 
4 Kelly Belford 18 Cathy Broberg  Wesley Clerc III 
5 Betty Biernat 19 Avery Martin 27 Cheryl Rademacher 
6 Emily Pletscher 20 Evie Koch 28 C.P. Elliott 
7 Aidan Schulze 21 Kim Alexander-Susens  Daniel Steiner 
 Moussa Foster  Susanne Becker 30 Jason Brown 
8 Beth Donaldson  Ashley Scheinoha  Kelly Czech 
 Glenn Pletscher 22 Shelley Beumer 31 Jennifer Evans 
9 Allen O’Shea 23 Alice Widstrand  Marie Kemper 
 Jed Rohlf  Nicholas Hutchinson  Craig Kjorlien  
12 Kristine Parker 24 Heather Lohman   
 

Do you know someone missing from this birthday list (maybe you)? Please let us know so we 
can update the calendar for next year. Thanks. 
 

■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 
 

JOYS & CONCERNS  

Please do not share any information from this list on FACEBOOK or any other social media 
without explicit permission from the people listed.  
 

The following people and situations continue to be in our thoughts and prayers: 
 

Dee Weaver’s daughter, Merry Lossing (nee Beth Weaver), died on Friday, Feb. 3. The 
family will hold a Celebration of Life for her in Mankato on March 11 at 4:00. 

Joan Peterson died on Friday, Jan. 27. A service was held for her here on Saturday, Feb. 4. 
Kris Detailleur has been diagnosed with rectal cancer and has begun treatment.  
Evie Koch has also been diagnosed with kidney cancer and has begun chemotherapy. She 

was able to go home from transitional care on Friday, Feb. 17. 
 

 
 
 


